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Wishing you all a wonderful Holiday Season
and a safe and Happy New Year!

Please visit our website portlandcommunityorchestra.org

to find out more about PCO.

St to come in the 2024-25 PCO concert season:
Winter Concert - Saturday, Match 8, 2025, 7:00pm
Spring Concert - Saturday, May 10, 2025, 7:00pm
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Saturday, December 14, 2024 7:00 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church
580 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME



A Classical Christmas at Trinity

Schiassi Sinfonia pastorale from Christmas Sinfonia (¢.1737)

The Holly and the Ivy
with Kathleen McCatherin, soprano & Vicki Swerdlow, alto

Dinelli Christmas Pastorale (1903)

Jul, stralande jul (1929) with Emily Greene, soprano
Saint-Saens Prelude from Christmas Oratorio (1858)

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly with 1/icki Swerdlow

Corelli Pastorale from Christmas Concerto (¢.1690)

All My Heart This Night Rejoices with Kathleen McCatherin

Bormortier Concerto for 5 flutes, op. 15, no. 2 (1727)
- Allegro . . . featuring onr fabulons PCO flutists!
- Largo
- Allegretto

~ ~ INTERMISSION ~ ~

Handel Messiah (1741)
- Overture
- Pifa
- He Shall Feed His Flock with Emily Greene

Come All Ye Shepherds with Kathleen McCatherin
Come All Ye Shepherds (arr. by 1Vinny Fuerst)

O Little Town of Bethlehem with 1icki Swerdlow
Guilamant Offertoire sur trois noels (1886)

Handel Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah

Please support us in our mission!

PCO offers amateur musicians an opportunity for mutual growth and
understanding through the experience of musical performance
in a supportive and collaborative setting,
while bringing quality classical music to Southern Mazine.

PCO is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization

Friends of PCO

Conductor's Circle ($500+) Donor ($50+)
Elise Alaimo Peter Lee
Riley Family Fund Carmen Melito
Coftee ME Up K.E. Smith
Consolidated Dale McCormick
Communications
Friend ($25+)
Musician's Circle ($100+) Matthew Chin
Ashton Gardens Claire Hannan &
Stefanie Barley Stephen Von Vogt
Ann L. Elderkin Thurl Headen
Len Guralnick Christopher Lansley
Ben & Sandy Lovell
Alan Lukas Booster ($10+)
Walter McKee & Chester E. Bishop
Kiristin Aiello Devi Maganti

Chatles Stuart
Tom Kegelman
Joyce Walworth
Debra Yoo
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Anonymous

Thank you for your support!



O Little Town of Bethlehem
words: Bishop Phillips Brooks (1868) ; music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1906)

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 3. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie! Descend to us, we pray!
Above thy deep & dreamless sleep Cast out our sin and enter in,
The silent stars go by. Be born in us to-day.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth We hear the Christmas angels,
The everlasting Light; The great glad tidings tell;
The hopes and fears of all the years O come to us, abide with us,
Are met in thee to-night. Our Lord Emmanuel!

2. O morning stats, together
Proclaim the holy birth!

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.

For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep the Angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

Handel: Hallelujah Chorus words: from the Bible

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

The kingdom of this world

Is become the kingdom of our Lord,
And of His Christ, and of His Christ;
And He shall reign for ever and ever,
For ever and ever, forever and ever,

King of kings, and Lord of lords,

And Lord of lords, And He shall reign forever and ever,
King of kings, forever and ever,

And Lord of lords, Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

And He shall reign forever and ever, King of kings! and Lord of lords!
And He shall reign forever and ever,

King of kings! and Lord of lords!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Vocal Soloists

Kathleen McCatherin currently sings with the Portland Community Chorus.
She has sung with the Choral Art Society and has studied voice with David
Goulet and Judith James. Kathleen also fronts the band Kaz and the Kooltones
with a focus on jazz, standards and an eclectic mix of songs through the ages.
You can often catch them at Cadenza.

Vicki Swerdlow is a lifelong choral singer. An avowed amateur, she currently
enjoys making music with the Portland Community Chorus, OLLI Singers, and
Maine Pops Concert Band. You’ll find her singing every morning in the shower
in Falmouth, where she lives with her husband, son, and anxious Pom-Chi.

Emily Greene is a sophomore at Bowdoin College, studying for her Bachelor
of Arts degree, including classical voice under Christina Astrachan. She has
also studied both classical voice and musical theater with Mary Johnston
Letellier. In addition to singing, Emily loves playing violin, guitar, and piano.

Flute Soloists

Lila Weiser is an elementary music teacher in Gorham, and she is enjoying her
first season with the Portland Community Orchestral Originally from
Cincinnati, Ohio, she holds a B.M. in music education from Ithaca College.
Outside of music, Lila enjoys hiking, crafting, and cats.

Jillian Rawlins recently graduated with a Bachelors in Flute Performance
from BYU in 2024. She and her husband just moved to Maine from Utah so
he could start his dental program at UNE. She’s grateful to be here in the
North East and have the opportunity to share music by playing with the PCO
and teaching private music lessons.

Nancy Renton started playing flute as an older adult and quickly became
smitten. She knew the magic of performing in an ensemble from high school
orchestra (on bassoon) and as a member of the Portland Community Chorus.
Since joining PCO, that magic has returned!

Kelly Bicknell has enjoyed being a full-time parent for 20 plus years. Prior to
motherhood, she completed a graduate degtree in Music Therapy and practiced
in a variety of mental health settings. She’s grateful for community groups like
the PCO, that provide opportunities to bring people together in music.

Mary Louise Bates is a retired anesthesiologist, mother of two and has played
flute since age 9. She played through high school and college, and attended
Interlochen Arts Camp, with a brief opportunity playing in the North Carolina
Symphony. Forty years later she is enjoying having time for music again.




The Holly and the Ivy words: traditional; music: an old French carol

1. The holly and the ivy, now both are full well grown.
Of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown.

Chorus: Oh, the rising of the sun, and the running of the deer.
The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir.

2. 'The holly bears a blossom, as white as any flower;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, to be our sweet Savior. Chorus

3. The holly bears a berry, as red as any blood,;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, to do poor sinners good. Chorus

4. 'The holly bears a prickle, as sharp as any thorn;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, on Christmas day in the morn. Chorus

5. The holly bears a batk, as bitt’r as any gall;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, for to redeem us all. Chorus

Infant holy, Infant lowly
words & nusic: a traditional Polish carol; Eng. translation by Edith Reed (1920)

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly,
For His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing

2. Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new;
Saw the glory, heard the story,

Christ the Babe is Lord of all. Tidings of a Gospel true.
Swift are winging, angels singing, Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Noels ringing, tidings bringing, Praises voicing, greet the morrow,

Christ the Babe is Lord of all. Christ the Babe was born for you!

Jul, stralande jul (Christmas, Radiant Christmas)
words: Edvard Evers; music: Gustaf Nordgvist (1921)

1. Christmas, radiant time, 2. Come, come, Christmas artive,

Shine over whitened forest. Spread out your lovely white wings.
Heavens are crowned with sparkling light Over the blood and the din of war
Glistening candles in all of God's homes. Over all sighing from human hearts,
Psalm that is sung again time to time, Over the families that go to rest,
Longing eternal for light and peace! Over the fledgling who waits in the nest
Christmas, radiant time, Come, come, Christmas artive,

Shine over whitened forests. Spread out your lovely white wings.

All My Heart This Night Rejoices words: Eng trans. Catherine Winkworth (1858);
music: Jobann Crueger (1653)

1. All my heart this night rejoices,
As I hear, far and near,
Sweetest angel voices;

3. Come then, let us hasten yonder;
Here let all, great and small,

Kneel in awe and wonder.

“Christ is born,” their choirs are singing, ~ Love Him who with love is yearning;
Hail the Star, that from far

Bright with hope is burning!

Till the air, everywhere
Now with joy is ringing,

2. Hark! a voice from yonder manger, 4. Hither come, ye poor and wretched;
Soft and sweet, doth entreat, Know His will, is to fill

“Flee from woe and danger; Every hand outstretched;

Brethren come, from all doth grieve you ~ Here are riches without measure,
You are freed, all you need Here forget, all regret,

I will surely give you.” Fill your hearts with treasure.

Handel: He Shall Feed His Flock words: from the Bible

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; & He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young,

Come unto Him, all ye that labour, come unto Him that are heavy laden,
and He will give you rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him,
for He is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Come, All Ye Shepherds words: a Bobemian folk song; Eng. trans., Mari Hofer (1912)
music: a Bohemian folk song

1. Come, all ye shepherds, ye children of earth,

Come ye, bring greetings to yon heavenly birth.

For Christ the Lord to all men is given,

To be our Savior sent down from heaven: Come, welcome Him!

2. Hasten then, hasten to Bethlehem's stall,

There to see heaven descend to us all.

With holy feeling, there humbly kneeling,

We will adore Him, bow down before Him, Worship the King.

3. Angels and shepherds together we go

Seeking the Savior from all earthly woe;

While angels, winging, His praise are singing,

Heaven's echoes ringing, peace on earth bringing, Good will to all.




